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dagger there were two men (p. 98) uith halberds beside the wheels
of the gun-carriage and one of them raised his halberd, saying
* Villain! Villain! And now you ask him for the dagger!'1 By his
manner of speech deponent recognized that these were enemies,
and, understanding that he was not equal to resisting them there,
deponent withdrew and went into the city and came directly to his
captain's house, which is on the market-place.
As he stood at the door, having ordered the boy to catch a horse
belonging to Alonso Bravo which was loose in the courtyard of the
said house, 40 or 50 English harquebusiers came into the square,
firing their weapons at certain persons who appeared. Seeing that
he could wait no longer, deponent told the negro to let the horse go
and come along with him to the bridge.
When he got there deponent saw Captain Martin Polo's company,
25 or 30 men, advancing toward the bridge. Deponent waited for
them on the bridge itself but before this company could arrive where
witness was, the English appeared at the head of the street by which
they were coming on and an exchange of harquebus fire ensued.
The soldiers held the enemy for some time, until his relief came up.
The enemy was enveloping Martin Polo's company by way of
another street, so that it became necessary for ours to fall back on
the bridge and there some harquebus shots were exchanged in such
fashion that two of our soldiers were killed.
It was evident that the enemy's strength was overwhelming and
all who were there withdrew by way of the bridge, and at its other
end, near the Franciscan monastery, deponent found (p. 99)
Governor Pedro Fernandez de Busto and Don Pedro Vique and
others, mounted. Deponent and others with him asked for orders
what to do and none of these persons made any reply whatever, but
gathered up their reins and took the road to Turbaco. Therefore
deponent and the rest went every man the way he chose and the
enemy remained in possession of the city.
At the time that deponent crossed the bridge and was going down
the Turbaco road he asked the governor after his captain, Alonso
Bravo, and the governor answered: 'They say he is ahead, further
on.' Deponent replied that he could not be ahead because a negro
of his was holding his horse on this side of the bridge, from which
deponent inferred that it was not possible for him to have left the
town. Deponent was grieved, rather supposing him to have been
killed or captured when the enemy carried the trench (for deponent
1 * Vellaqui! Vellaqui! Ahora le pides le daga!* An attempt this, to imitate the
foreigner's speech.